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The  Congress  of  the  London  District  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  which  took  place  in  January  1940,  was 
the  most  important  ever  held  in  the  District.  It  met 
in  the  midst  of  Imperialist  war  and  intervention 
against  the  Soviet  Union;  at  a  time  when  half  the 
world  has  already  been  drawn  into  the  orbit  of  war. 

The  war  has  transformed  the  entire  political 
situation.  It  has  swept  away  the  old  problems  and 
many  of  the  old  tasks,  and  has  created  completely 
new  ones,  which  the  Congress  had  to  face. 

The  conditions  of  the  preceding  period,  in  which 
the  Party  strove  to  build  the  People’s  Front  against 
Fascism,  to  establish  a  peace  front  against  Fascist 
aggression,  have  ceased  to  exist.  British  and  French 
Imperialism  bear  the  main  responsibility  for  the  war, 
for  its  continuation,  and  for  its  extension. 

The  central  question  for  the  Communist  Party, 
therefore,  is  how  to  build  a  united  front  of  mass 
struggle  against  British  Imperialism  and  against  the 
reformist  leadership  of  the  Labour  movement,  for  the 
defeat  of  anti-Soviet  intervention,  and  for  the  ending 
of  the  Imperialist  war  and  of  Capitalism.  This  was 
the  issue  before  the  London  Congress. 

In  declaring  its  aims  and  making  clear  the 
immediate  tasks  to  be  carried  out,  the  London  Con¬ 
gress  appreciated  the  urgency  of  the  whole  situation. 
It  was  with  the  recognition  that  events  are  moving 
far  more  swiftly  than  in  normal  times,  that  British 
Imperialism  is  rapidly  developing  intervention  against 
the  Soviet  Union,  that  the  Congress  reached  its 
decisions  and  adopted  the  resolution  which  lays  down 
guiding  principles  for  the  Communist  Party  and  the 
working  class  in  London  in  the  coming  period  of 
great  class  battles. 


I. 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  WAR 

The  present  war  between  Britain,  France  and 
Germany,  which  is  now  in  its  fifth  month  and  has 
already  caused  great  destruction  and  suffering,  is,  like 
the  war  of  1914,  a  war  waged  in  the  interests  of  the 
capitalist  ruling  classes  for  markets,  spheres  of 
influence,  sources  of  raw  materials  and  for  the  sub¬ 
jection  and  exploitation  of  other  nations. 

The  second  imperialist  war  has  shown  anew  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  capitalist  system,  that  it  can  only 
mean  even  greater  ruin  and  bloodshed  for  the  people, 
and  that  the  most  urgent  task  before  mankind  is  the 
speedy  ending  of  capitalism  and  the  victory  of 
Socialism. 

Ever  since  the  end  of  the  last  war,  all  the  capitalist 
powers  have  systematically  prepared  for  this  war, 
piled  up  armaments,  refused  policies  of  peace  and 
promoted  aggression. 

British  Imperialism  bears  the  responsibility  of 
having  fostered  the  war  for  years  by  assisting  Fascist 
aggression  in  the  hopes  of  turning  it  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  Defeated  in  this  aim,  the  British  and 
French  Imperialists  launched  war  against  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many.  By  their  refusal  of  all  proposals  for  peace  they 
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bear  the  main  responsibility  for  the  continuation  of 
the  war;  they  work  to  extend  the  war,  to  draw  in 
neutral  countries  and  to  enlarge  the  war  to  a  world 
slaughter. 

The  British  and  French  Imperialists  are  directing 
their  most  intense  endeavours  to  develop  war  against 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Finnish  People’s  Govern¬ 
ment.  They  are  promoting  the  present  war  of  inter¬ 
national  intervention  against  the  Soviet  Union 
through  Finland  and  work  to  prepare  new  com¬ 
binations  and  new  fronts  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Soviet  Union,  the  land  of  victorious  Socialism, 
in  fighting  the  counter-revolutionary  gangs  of  the 
Imperialists,  is  defending  the  cause  of  world  socialism 
and  the  interests  of  all  mankind  for  peace  and 
national  liberation  against  the  Imperialist  warmakers 
and  exploiters. 

The  war  is  directed  equally  against  the  British 
working  class  and  the  people  of  Britain.  The  war 
has  bent  to  its  purposes  the  whole  economy  of  the 
country  and  the  life  of  the  people.  Seven  million 
pounds  a  day  are  spent  unproductively.  Production 
for  the  needs  of  the  people  is  cut  down.  The  cost 
of  living  has  risen.  Social  services  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Heavy  attacks  have  been  carried  through 
against  the  standard  of  living  of  the  workers,  by 
prices  outstripping  wages,  lengthened  hours,  suspen¬ 
sion  of  Factory  Act  regulations,  and  intensified  ex- 
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ploitation  of  women  and  youths.  The  capitalists  arc 
preparing  still  heavier  attacks  to  reduce  the  standards 
of  all  workers  by  preventing  increases  of  wages  to 
meet  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  living,  by  levies  on  wages, 
forced  loans  and  savings,  and  restrictions  of  con¬ 
sumption  through  rationing.  Through  the  system  of 
State  control,  they  have  increased  the  power  of 
monopoly  capitalism  at  the  expense  equally  of  the 
workers  and  of  the  small  businesses.  Through  this 
apparatus  they  are  attacking  the  position  of  the 
Co-operative  Societies.  They  have  passed  legislation 
to  restrict  democratic  rights  and  pave  the  way  for 
industrial  conscription,  abolition  of  the  right  to  strike, 
forced  transference  of  labour  and  similar  schemes. 
They  encourage  the  development  of  anti-Semitic  and 
anti-Irish  tendencies  in  the  hope  of  using  such  ten¬ 
dencies  as  a  means  of  diverting  the  workers  from 
struggle  against  the  Government  and  the  employers. 
They  threaten  attacks  on  the  rights  of  working-class 
organisation,  beginning  with  the  campaign  against 
the  Communist  Party. 


II. 

THE  WORKING-CLASS  FIGHT  AGAINST  WAR 
This  war  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class  is  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  working  people.  Its  continuance  can 
only  bring  greater  hardship,  exploitation  and  en¬ 
slavement  of  the  workers. 
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The  ruling  class  has  succeeded  in  carrying  through 
its  war  policy  and  attacks  on  the  workers  only 
because  of  the  support  and  active  help  of  the 
reactionary  leadership  of  the  Trade  Unions,  Co¬ 
operatives,  and  Labour  Party.  The  war  has  exposed 
the  bankruptcy  of  reformism.  The  reformist  leaders 
have  completed  their  policy  of  years  of  class  col¬ 
laboration,  refusal  of  working-class  unity  and  veiled 
support  of  Chamberlain,  by  coming  out  openly  on 
the  side  of  the  War  Government  and  officially  estab¬ 
lishing  an  industrial  and  political  truce. 

The  National  Council  of  Labour  is  the  pacemaker 
in  the  drive  for  support  of  the  war,  for  extending  the 
war,  and  for  intervention  against  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  Socialist  Fatherland  of  the  working  class  of  the 
world.  This  is  clearly  shown  by  its  delegation  to  the 
Finnish  reactionaries,  its  open  call  for  intensified 
military  measures  against  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the 
People’s  Government  of  Finland,  and  its  attacks 
upon  the  Communist  Party. 

The  interests  of  the  working  class  require  unyield¬ 
ing  struggle  against  this  policy  of  betrayal  and  the 
leaders  who  are  carrying  it  out. 

The  present  situation  makes  it  absolutely  impera¬ 
tive  and  urgent  that  all  workers  in  the  Labour  Party, 
Trade  Unions  and  Co-operatives  should  unite  in 
active  struggle  against  the  war,  the  War  Government 
and  the  policy  of  the  reactionary  leadership.  They 
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should  fight  for  the  restoration  of  the  independence 
of  the  working-class  movement  and  demand  the 
ending  of  the  political  and  industrial  truce,  the  refusal 
of  all  war  credits,  and  the  ending  of  collaboration  by 
working-class  representatives  on  joint  war  Com- 
miltees  with  the  Government  and  the  employers. 

Mbe  struggle  of  the  workers  against  the  war  should 
be  directed  in  the  present  situation  to  the  following 
immediate  objectives  as  essential  steps  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  struggle  against  the  war,  for  the  defeat 
of  the  Government  and  the  ending  of  the  war : 

1.  Immediate  all-round  wage  increases,  control  of 
overtime  and  the  restoration  of  Trade  Union  rights 
and  conditions; 

2.  Increased  pay  and  allowances  for  men  in  the 
armed  forces  and  their  dependents,  increased  benefits 
for  the  unemployed,  and  £1  a  week  for  all  people  at 
60,  without  a  Means  Test  in  any  form; 

3.  Organisation  of  food  supplies  so  as  to  prevent 
the  cutting  down  of  consumption  of  the  working 
class,  either  by  higher  prices  or  through  rationing; 

4.  Restoration  and  extension  of  social  services, 
education,  health  and  housing; 

5.  Taxation  of  the  rich,  capital  levy,  and  confis¬ 
cation  of  war  profits; 

6.  Restoration  of  civil  liberties; 
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7.  Stopping  of  the  supply  of  arms  to  Mannerheim, 
and  defeat  of  all  plans  of  Intervention  against  the 
Soviet  Union; 

8.  Support  for  the  fight  of  the  Indian,  Irish,  and 
colonial  peoples  for  National  Independence. 

For  the  successful  advance  of  the  struggle,  ^le 
unity  of  all  workers  in  the  local  Labour  Parties, 
Trades  Councils,  Trade  Unions  and  Co-operatives  is 
essential. 

The  central  role  in  this  fight  should  be  played  by 
the  workers  in  industry,  with  the  development  of  a 
powerful  Shop  Stewards  Movement  extending  to 
every  factory  in  London.  Immediate  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  organisation  of  the  unemployed 
through  the  N.U.W.M.  with  the  close  co-operation 
of  the  Trade  Unions.  With  the  increasing  role  of  v 
women  in  industry,  new  problems  have  to  be  faced; 
in  relation  both  to  their  own  conditions,  and  to  the' 
effects  of  the  employment  of  women  on  the  wages^ 
and  conditions  of  all  workers.  The  question  of  the 
organisation  of  women  is  therefore  specially  urgent, 
and  immediate  attention  must  be  given  to  their  needs 
by  the  Trade  Unions. 

Co-operators  should  strive  to  make  their  organisa¬ 
tion  take  the  lead  in  the  fight  against  price  increases 
and  against  profiteering  on  the  workers’  food.  Every 
help  should  be  given  to  the  Tenants’  movement  to 
develop  the  fight  of  the  working  class  and  small 
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middle-class  families  around  their  home  problems 
(rent,  repairs,  increases  in  gas  and  electricity  prices, 
A.R.P.,  evacuation,  etc.).  In  all  these  struggles 
housewives  have  a  specially  important  role  to  play. 
There  is  rising  discontent  preparing  the  way  for  new 
and  wider  struggles,  not  only  among  the  organised 
workers,  but  also  among  large  Sections  of  unorganised 
workers,  middle-class  and  professional  men  and 
women.  The  widest  mass  organisations  of  all  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  peace  organisations,  youth 
associations,  etc.,  should  be  brought  into  the  common 
struggle. 

III. 

THE  LEADERSHIP  OF  THE  COMMUNIST 
PARTY 

*  In  the  development  of  this  united  struggle,  the 
main  responsibility  of  leadership  falls  on  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

The  task  of  the  Communist  Party  is  to  build  up 
the  unity  of  the  militant  workers  in  struggle  against 
the  war,  the  War  Government,  and  the  anti-Soviet 
intervention  policy,  and  against  the  supporters  of 
the  imperialists  in  the  Labour  Movement.  To  carry 
out  this  task  the  Communist  Party  must: 

1.  Patiently  explain  and  make  clear  the  true 
character  of  the  war  and  of  the  policies  of  the 
Imperialists,  exposing  all  the  false  arguments  and 
deceptions  used  to  confuse  the  workers; 
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2.  Work  to  win  over  the  local  Labour  Parties, 
Trades  Councils,  Trade  Union  organisations,  co¬ 
operatives,  and  other  bodies  in  the  struggle  against 
the  war  and  the  War  Government,  and  for  the 
defence  of  the  Soviet  Union; 

3.  Fight  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle  of  the 
workers  for  every  demand  and  need  of  the  workers 
in  the  conditions  of  the  war  and  against  every  attack 
on  the  workers’  standards  and  rights; 

4.  Organise  the  United  Front  of  the  workers  in 
the  factories,  Trade  Unions,  local  labour  parties  and 
all  working-class  organisations; 

5.  Energetically  champion  and  support  the 
struggles  of  the  Indian,  Irish  and  colonial  peoples 
for  independence; 

6.  Contest  every  By-Election  on  the  basis  of  candi¬ 
dates,  whether  Communist  or  other,  supported  by  the 
united  working-class  movement  on  a  programme  of 
resolute  opposition  to  the  war,  defence  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  support  for  the  economic  and  social 
demands  of  the  workers; 

7.  Combat  all  tendencies  (pacifism,  Trotskyism, 
etc.)  which  confuse  and  disrupt  the  growth  of  the 
working-class  opposition  to  the  war. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Communist  Party  to  guide 
forward  the  united  movement  of  the  workers  against 
the  war  towards  the  final  goal  of  the  defeat  of  the 
War  Government  and  the  ending  of  the  war,  and  to 
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creation  of  the  conditions  for  the  working-class  con¬ 
quest  of  power,  advancing  at  each  stage  slogans 
appropriate  to  the  stage  of  development  and  to  the 
consciousness  of  the  masses. 

IV. 

STRENGTHEN  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY, 
YOUNG  COMMUNIST  LEAGUE  AND  THE 
DAILY  WORKER 

It  is  of  vital  concern  to  the  working  class  and  to 
the  Labour  movement  that  the  Communist  Party  and 
Young  Communist  League  be  built  up  numerically 
and  politically.  Our  work  must  be  transformed  so 
that  the  main  weight  of  the  Party  and  Y.C.L.  mem¬ 
bership  and  organisation  is  established  in  the  indus¬ 
tries,  factories  and  trade  unions  in  London.  A  Com¬ 
munist  Party  and  Young  Communist  League  group 
in  every  big  factory  must  be  our  aim. 

The  Party  must  resolutely  overcome  all  remnants 
of  political  weaknesses  that  have  been  revealed  in  our 
attitude  to  the  war.  We  must  be  most  vigilant  against 
all  tendencies  to  shirk  the  fight  against  the  war  itself, 
against  failure  to  see  the  struggle  on  economic  issues 
as  an  essential  part  of  this  fight,  and  against  giving 
way  at  any  point  to  any  tendencies  in  our  ranks 
which  weaken  the  fight  against  the  class  enemy. 

On  economic  issues  every  effort  must  be  made  to 
develop  activity  from  the  growing  dissatisfaction  in 
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the  factories,  arising  from  the  new  attacks  on  wages 
and  conditions.  There  is  a  real  danger  of  the  Party 
lagging  behind  the  mood  of  the  masses  by  underesti¬ 
mating  the  militancy  of  the  workers  in  the  factories 
in  the  fight  for  wage  increases  and  better  conditions. 

At  the  same  time  we  must  guard  against  the  isola¬ 
tion  of  the  Party  from  the  mass  of  the  workers,  either 
through  the  character  of  our  propaganda,  or  through 
putting  forward  calls  to  action  which  do  not  corres¬ 
pond  with  the  concrete  situation  and  the  needs  of 
the  workers. 

The  Party  in  London  must  continue  and  intensify 
the  political  education  of  the  whole  membership,  so 
that  it  will  be  equipped  for  the  task  of  carrying  politi¬ 
cal  explanation  into  all  the  mass  organisations,  among 
the  workers  everywhere,  and  will  be  able  to  give 
leadership  on  new  problems  as  they  arise.  The 
present  situation  demands  from  the  Party  the  fullest 
and  most  constant  attention  to  the  development  of 
new  leading  forces,  drawing  them  in  particular  from 
among  the  factory  workers  and  from  working-class 
women.  The  Party  needs  to  show  the  greatest 
vigilance  in  guarding  its  ranks  against  all  elements 
both  inside  and  outside  the  Party,  which  may  weaken 
us  in  the  struggle. 

The  Congress  calls  for  the  widest  study  of  the  new 
statement  issued  by  the  Central  Committee  on  the 
role  of  the  Young  Communist  League  and  for 
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building  it  into  a  mass  organisation,  able  to  fight 
effectively  for  the  rights  and  the  future  of  youth, 
as  the  best  assistant  of  the  Party. 

In  all  its  activities,  the  Party  must  see  in  the  Daily 
Worker  an  indispensable  means  of  leading  and 
organising  the  struggle.  In  its  eleventh  year  the 
Daily  Worker  is  playing  a  more  important  part  than 
ever  before.  We  must  extend  its  circulation  to  every 
factory  and  every  working-class  area  in  the  London 
district,  and  build  up  Readers’  Leagues,  drawing 
around  the  paper  thousands  of  helpers  who  will  con¬ 
tribute  to  its  Fighting  Fund,  will  take  part  in 
organised  efforts  to  increase  its  sales,  and  defend  it 
from  all  attacks. 

The  new  situation  has  led  to  an  enormously  in¬ 
creased  demand  from  the  workers  for  our  Party 
literature,  which  is  an  essential  weapon  for  carrying 
forward  the  main  struggle.  We  must  bring  our 
papers  and  pamphlets  through  collective  and  personal 
sales,  into  every  factory  and  working-class  house. 

Congress  recognises  a  growing  consciousness  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  war  among  the  working  people. 
It  is  confident  that  this  consciousness  can  develop, 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Communist  Party,  into  a 
mighty  wave  of  struggle  to  end  the  war  and  the 
capitalist  system,  which  breeds  wars. 

Congress  declares  its  solidarity  with  our  brother 
Party  in  France,  which  is  leading  the  heroic  struggle 
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of  the  French  working  class  against  the  brutal  dic¬ 
tatorship  of  Daladier  and  the  200  families.  We  recall 
the  fraternal  bonds  established  between  our  Paris  and 
and  London  Districts  at  our  last  Congress  and  pledge 
our  fullest  support  for  the  French  workers  in  the 
struggle. 

Congress  looks  with  pride  to  the  achievements  of 
Socialism  in  the  mighty  Soviet  Union,  and  to  the 
great  role  which  it  is  now  playing  in  the  world 
situation  on  behalf  of  the  international  working  class 
under  the  leadership  of  Comrade  Stalin  and  the 
Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union.  We  send  our 
greetings  to  the  Soviet  people  and  to  the  heroic 
People’s  Government  of  Finland,  confident  that, 
with  the  mighty  aid  of  the  Red  Army,  they  will 
shortly  deal  a  decisive  defeat  to  the  Finnish  White 
Guards  and  to  the  forces  of  world  reaction  which 
stand  behind  them. 

Looking  confidently  to  the  future,  Congress  sends 
its  greetings  to  the  Communist  International  and  its 
Secretary,  Georgi  Dimitrov,  to  the  German  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  and  to  the  colonial  peoples  and  work¬ 
ing  class  of  the  whole  world,  sure  that  “  THE 
WORKING  CLASS  WILL  END  THE  WAR 
AFTER  ITS  OWN  FASHION”  AND  GO  FOR¬ 
WARD  TO  SOCIALISM. 
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No.  of  Delegates  353;  Consultative  70;  Full  283; 
Male  287;  Female  66. 


Length  of  Membership 
Under  1  year  46 

1  to  2  years  77 

2  to  3  years  36 

3  to  4  years  40 
Foundation  members  .  . 


4  to  5  years 

5  to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  19  years 


31 

79 

19 

19 


Y.C.L.  membership  only 


Ages 


Under  20 
20-25 
25-30 
Over  50 


6 

56 

128 


30-35  73 
35-40  51 
40-50  32 
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No.  in  Trade  Unions  . .  . .  297 

Holding  official  positions  in  T.U.s  115 

No.  in  Co-operative  Societies  . .  228 

No.  in  Industry  . .  . .  . .  268 

including  47  in  engineering,  32  in  clerical,  27  in 
clothing,  26  in  building,  21  in  print,  17  in  distributive, 
16  in  municipal  and  14  in  electrical. 
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